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 Last modified by the Sailing Committee September 2012
General Sailing Instructions.

All races shall be sailed under the Yachting Australia  (YA) Racing Rules Of Sailing for 2009-2012 and the rules of the class boat associations except as varied by these Sailing Instructions.

Club races are classified as Category 5 for The Marathon races, The Keith Reinhold Single Handed race, The Jetty to Jetty race and The Scarborough Scamper races, Category 6 for Deception Bay races and Category 7 for races north of the Bribie Bridge     [YA Racing Rules of Sailing 2009-2012, Special Regulations Part 1 Section 2, rule 20.01.6, rule 20.01.7 & rule 20.01.8] 

The following changes to YA Racing Rules of Sailing 2009 - 2012 are applied to these sailing instructions -

1. Rule 35 is changed

2. Rule 61 is changed

3. Rule 63.1 is changed
4. Rule 42 is changed
Change to Sailing Instructions
Rule 30.1 is in effect.

Sailing Instruction include Rule 67 

67 Rule 42 and Hearing Requirement

The protest committee may penalize without a hearing a boat that has broken rule 42. 

Provided that a member of the committee or its designated observer has seen the incident, and a disqualification under this rule shall not be excluded from the boat’s series score. 

A boat so penalized shall be informed by notification in the race results.

No race is to start without a minimum wind speed of three knots.

 All those taking part in Bribie Island Yacht Club races, do so at their own risk and responsibility.

The Bribie Island Yacht Club is not responsible for the seaworthiness of a yacht whose entry is accepted or the sufficiency or adequacy of its equipment. The Bribie Island Yacht Club reserves the right to refuse an entry.

Attention is drawn to Fundamental Rule 4 of YA Racing Rules of Sailing "The responsibility for a boat's decision to participate in a race or to continue racing is hers alone".

1. PRINCIPAL RACE OFFICER (P.R.O.)

The P.R.O will be appointed by the Commodore or Vice Commodore Sailing.

Responsibility for all racing under the auspices of the Club shall be through the Principal Race Officer who shall have full control of all events. The P.R.O shall offer consultation with the Sailing Committee (where necessary) and has the right to use his/her own judgment as to the suitability of the conditions for each and every class and competitor under his/her control on the day, taking into account expected wind conditions during the race, conditions of the sea, availability and fitness of rescue facilities and the number of competitors.

2. CHANGES IN THE SAILING INSTRUCTIONS

A Briefing will be held before each race. The P.R.O. has the right to change the Sailing Instructions, in accordance with YA Racing Rules of Sailing Part 7 rule 90.

3. ELIGIBILITY

a. BOAT ELIGIBILITY 
All boats must comply with YA Racing Rules of Sailing 2009-2012, part 6, and with safety requirements for racing. Club races are classified as Category 5 for The Marathon races, The Keith Reinhold Single Handed race, The Jetty to Jetty race and The Scarborough Scamper races, Category 6 for Deception Bay races and Category 7 for races north of the Bribie Bridge     [YA Racing Rules of Sailing 2009-2012, Special Regulations Part 1 Section 2, rule 20.01.6, rule 20.01.7 & rule 20.01.8] 

Attention is drawn to part 6, rule 77. All boats must display a sail number in accordance with YA Racing Rules of Sailing 2005-2008, Appendix G.

b. SKIPPER ELIGIBILITY

The nominated skipper of all yachts competing in Club events shall be a financial member of the Bribie Island Sailing Club in a membership category that has sailing rights (ie. a YA Silver or Gold Card holder).YA Racing Rules of Sailing 2009-2012, part 6, rule 75.

Visitors' dispensation to race shall be allowed upon application to the P.R.O. or his designated representative. Dispensation will normally be given for three races only.

Visitors may be asked to produce evidence of:
1. YA membership (e.g. YA Silver or Gold Card).

2. Third party insurance cover for racing.

Visitors are not eligible for points in Club Championships or Club trophies unless Open Entry is specified in the Notice of Race. 
c. CREW ELIGIBILITY -  
YA Racing Rules of Sailing 2009 – 2012 part 4 Rule 55. 
This rule states,-"...any crew member that sails in more than 3 races in any one sailing season, shall be a member of a Club affiliated to an MYA and a member of an MYA and a Yachting Australia Card holder".
4. NOMINATIONS

All competitors intending to start shall sign on using the Nomination Form and pay the required fee prior to the event. All competitors must sign off within half an hour of the finishing time of the last yacht finishing, or shall notify the P. R.O. as soon as practicable. Failure to comply shall mean that the yacht will rank as a non-starter.

5.1 CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP

Championship points are awarded to the nominated skipper for each race of the series. The club championship sailing season will run from January to November and in 2012 will consist of Deception Bay, Pumicestone Passage and Luncheon Series.

There shall be at least six races in a race series. The highest point score from each of the race series will be discarded.

The club champion shall be the boat with the overall lowest number of points accumulated from all race series results after discarding the highest point races in each series.

In the event of a tie on total points between two or more skippers, the tie shall be broken in accordance with YA Rules Appendix A section A8.

5.2 HANDICAP TROPHIES

Handicap trophies or certificates will be awarded to the boat winning a race on handicap in each race having five or more starters.

6. SCORING

The scoring system shall be the low-points scoring system of YA Racing Rules Of Sailing, Appendix A, section A4.1.

7. PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICES

Attention is drawn to the relevant sections of YA Racing Rules of Sailing 2009 -2012.
Off beach boats - Each helmsman and crewmember of off beach boats shall wear an adequate personal flotation device (PFD) in the designated manner whilst racing, in accordance with YA Racing Rules of Sailing, Special Regulations, part 2- For Off The Beach Boats . 

Boats without lifelines - YA Racing Rules of Sailing, Special Regulations, Part 1- Section 5 -5.01 (g)
 (Requires all crew of boats without lifelines to wear PFDs in category 5 and 6 races). 

8. COURSES AND STARTING TIMES

Courses and scheduled starting times will be advised at the Briefing.

The committee boat shall fly flag Signals on the starting line indicating the course type and any changes to timing in accordance with YA Racing Rules of Sailing.

Rule 30.1 will be in effect for all starts. Race signal I may not be displayed

 

9. MARKS, STARTING & FINISHING LINES

Starting, finishing lines and Course marks shall be shown on the course diagram.

The starting line shall be a line between a mark or a buoy and a staff or mast displaying a blue flag on a committee boat (start boat). All starting and recall signals shall be made from the start boat. 

An Inner Limit Mark (I.L.M) is a buoy moored near the start or finish boat. Yachts shall leave this buoy on the same hand as the start/finish boat when starting and finishing. For the purpose of the application of the Racing Rules, the buoy is deemed to form part of the start/finish boat which it protects and any yacht touching the buoy, or passing between it and the start/finish boat shall be deemed to have touched the start boat YA Rule 31 applies and shall exonerate herself in accordance with YA Rule 44.1.

Yachts whose preparatory signal has not been made shall keep clear of the starting area and of all yachts whose preparatory signal has been made.

The finishing line shall be a line between two nominated marks either in the water or ashore. Usually between a buoy and a mast flying a blue flag on a committee boat. 

If the committee boat for whatever reason is not on station at the finish line: 

1. The finish line will be between two determinable marks. eg. finish buoy and I.L.M. buoy.

2.  Boats must record their own finishing time (hrs, min, sec) and record the sail number of the boat finishing immediately in front and behind them. These records must be given to the PRO at when signing off.

10. STARTING PROCEDURE

(a) COURSE SIGNAL

Approximately 15 minutes before the first start a numerical pennant or a notice on the start boat may be shown to indicate the course.

In addition a red or green flag shall be displayed on the start boat.

A red course flag signifies a port hand course, requiring all marks to be left to port.

A green course flag signifies a starboard hand course, requiring all marks to be left to starboard.

The Principal Race Officer may change the course of the day up to the time of the preparatory signal when a postponement will be signalled (answering pennant). Two sound signals may be made on raising and lowering the Answering Pennant.
(b) WARNING SIGNAL

Five minutes before the first start, the class flag shall be displayed and a sound signal may be made.

(c) PREPARATORY SIGNAL

Four minutes before the first start the code flag P (or I) shall be displayed, and a sound signal may be made.

(d) MINUTE SIGNAL

One minute before the first start the code flag P (or I) shall be lowered and a sound signal may be made.

(e) STARTING SIGNAL

At the starting time the class flag shall be lowered and a sound signal may be made.

Unless specified otherwise on the race notice board, the starting signal for the first class shall be the five-minute warning signal for the next class and the distinguishing flag for that class shall be displayed along with the P (or I) flag. All classes shall then follow at the scheduled intervals unless a postponement is signalled.

(f) VISUAL STARTING SIGNAL TO GOVERN

Times shall be taken from the visual starting signals, and the failure or mistiming of a sound signal calling attention to starting signals shall be disregarded.

 

11. INDIVIDUAL RECALL

YA Racing Rules of Sailing, Rule 29.1

Following 1 sound signal the recall flag code flag X shall be displayed and remain until all premature starters have returned and started correctly, or four minutes, or until approximately one minute before the next starting signal. No sound signal will be made when the recall flag is lowered.

12. GENERAL RECALL    
YA Racing Rules of Sailing, Rule 29.2

Following 2 sound signals the general recall flag First Substitute shall remain displayed until approximately 1 minute before the next preparatory start signal.

13. POSTPONEMENT, ABANDONMENT, SHORTENING COURSE SIGNALS & CHANGING THE POSITION OF A MARK

The following signal will be made from a committee boat indicating –

Postponement (YA rule 27.3) - Answering Pennant, + 2 sound signals.

Abandonment (YA rule 32.1) - code flag N, +3 sound signals

Shortening Course (YA rule 32.1) code flag S, +2 sound signals 
Changing the position of a mark (YA rule 33) - code flag C, +1 sound signal  repeated  and either a green triangular flag for a change to starboard or a red rectangular flag for a change to port
14. TIME LIMIT

YA Racing Rules of Sailing, rule 35 is changed.
Unless specified otherwise on the notice board, in the Club program or in special sailing instructions for a particular event, the time limit for each race shall be three (3) hours for all classes. Boats failing to finish within the time limit will be scored "Did Not Finish". 
The P.R.O. may extend the time limit.

15. RETIREMENT

Competitors who do not finish shall write the word "RETIRED" when they sign off the nomination form within half an hour of the finishing time of the last yacht of the class, or shall notify their retirement to the Start/Finish Committee Boat as soon as practicable.

16. ACCEPTANCE OF THE RULES & PENALTIES

The Attention of competitors is drawn to the YA Racing Rules of Sailing Fundamental Rule 3, Acceptance of the Rules and Rule 44, Penalties for Breaking Rules of Part2.

17. PROTEST MEDIATION 
YA Racing Rules of Sailing. Rule 63.1 is changed.
A mediation hearing will be conducted for all protests lodged in accordance with Rule 60.1(a), which allege an infringement of a rule of Part 2. Such hearings will be held subsequent to the protest being lodged and prior to the protest hearing.

The mediator will decide the time and place of the hearing. Such advice will be given verbally. One representative of each yacht shall attend and no witnesses will be allowed. The mediator shall decide the manner in which the testimony is given.

The Race Committee will appoint the mediator. Should the protest proceed to a protest hearing then the mediator shall not be a member of that protest committee nor be called as a witness at that hearing.

 YA Racing Rules of Sailing Rule 63.1 is changed. Protests that are the subject of a mediation hearing may be withdrawn in accordance with the following sailing instruction.

After taking testimony at the mediation hearing the mediator shall make one of the following conclusions.

(a) The protest does not comply with Rule 60 and the protestor may withdraw the protest.

(b) The matter shall proceed to a protest hearing. This may be because rules other than Part 2 are probably involved, or because evidence is to complex or divergent to reach a reasonable and timely conclusion, or due to the apparent severity of the alleged infringement, or for any other reason decided by the mediator.

(c) There was no infringement and the protestor may withdraw the protest.

(d) There has been an infringement by one or more of the yachts involved, the infringing yacht(s) may accept a penalty equal to 50% of the penalty that would result from a disqualification, and if so accepted, the protestor shall withdraw the protest.

18. PROTESTS

YA Racing Rules of Sailing Rule 61 is changed.
YA Racing Rules of Sailing Rule 61.1 (a) 2 is changed. All boats of any length intending to protest must display a protest flag for the duration of the race.

The only acceptable protest flags shall be a plain rectangular red flag of minimum size 150mm x 100mm.

Rule 67 applies

67 Rule 42 and Hearing Requirement

The protest committee may penalize without a hearing a boat that has broken rule 42. Provided that a member of the committee or its designated observer has seen the incident, and a disqualification under this rule shall not be excluded from the boat’s series score. A boat so penalised shall be informed by notification in the race results.

 

Written protests shall be lodged with the P.R.O. or his nominated representative within 2 hours of the finishing time of the last yacht.

Protests will be heard within 7 days following the date of the protest, unless the P.R.O. or his nominee makes other arrangements.

A fee is applicable for protests and redress on all BIYC race series. The management committee will determine the fee annually before the start of race series.  The Management Committee may, at its discretion and under advice from the race committee, refund the protest fees.

19. APPEALS 
In accordance with YA, Part 5, Section D. 
20. RESAIL OF CLUB EVENTS

Resails of Club Championship races will be scheduled for another day unless notified otherwise.

21. ADVERTISING

YA Racing Rules of Sailing 2009-2012, Rule 80 shall apply. 
22. SAFETY REQUIREMENTS - OFF THE BEACH BOATS

Off the Beach Boats shall meet the requirements of YA Racing Rules of Sailing- YA Special Regulations Part 2- For off the Beach Boats (p293-302)
Club races are classified as Category 6 for Deception Bay races and Category 7 for races north of the Bribie Bridge.[ YA Racing Rules of Sailing  2005-2008, Special Regulations Part 1 Section 2, rules 20.01.7 & 20.01.8] 
 

23. TRAILER YACHT FLEET SAFETY REQUIREMENTS

While racing in the Pumicestone Passage and Deception Bay all yachts shall meet the safety requirements of YA Racing Rules of sailing 2009-2012, Special Regulations Part 1 Section 2- Section 6)
Club races are classified as Category 6 for Deception Bay races, Category 7 for races north of the Bribie Bridge, Category 5 for The Marathon races, The Keith Reinhold Single Handed race, The Jetty to Jetty race and The Scarborough Scamper races.     [YA Racing Rules of Sailing 2009-2012, Special Regulations Part 1 Section 2, rule 20.01.6, rule 20.01.7 & rule 20.01.8] 

 24. ASSISTANCE  
To signal for assistance raise both arms and lower to your side about every 5 seconds. If you are in the water, raise one hand above your head for 3 seconds repeating about every 5 seconds.

NOTE: Once assistance has been requested or agreed to, the Club Rescue Boat Skipper is in charge of the operation.

The primary concern is to protect people; protecting equipment is important but secondary.

If it is necessary to be towed ashore, lower the sails quickly, accept the towline and pass through towing ring and attach securely to your boat.

It is often better to sail the boat ashore, than to have it towed.

25. RADIO COMMUNICATION 

Attention is drawn to YA Racing Rules of Sailing 2009-2012, part 4 rule 41, "Outside Help ".
A boat shall not receive help from any outside source, except
a) help for an injured crew member;

b) after a collision, help from the crew of the other boat to get clear;

c) help in the form of information freely available to all boats;

d) unsolicited information from a disinterested source, which may be another boat in the same race.   
Race Radio Frequencies:
All Committee boats will monitor

 27.94 MHz or VHF 77.
All competing boats with radios must monitor while racing at least one of the race radio frequencies.
(To contact Volunteer Marine Rescue Bribie Island, use 27.90 MHz or VHF 73). 

26. TIMES

All times stated for briefings and races refer to "Australian Eastern Standard Time". GPS times are on this time signal.

Alternatively for "Australian Eastern Standard Time" you may phone 1900 915 445.

 27. PROPULSION
YA Racing Rules of Sailing Rule 42 is changed
42.3 Exceptions

d) To get clear after grounding, a boat constrained by its draft may, without penalty, use force applied by a propulsion engine to free itself, provided that in doing so the boat does not gain an advantage in the race. 
